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Conference Programme 

Thursday, 24 October 2013 

8:00-9:30 Registration (Registration desk – Building B, 1st floor).  

The registration desk will be open all throughout the conference 

days. 

9:30-10:00 Plenary Meeting – Official Opening (Room Shakespeare – Building 

B, 1st floor) 

 Professor Ioan Aurel Pop (member of the Romanian Academy, 

Rector of Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca) 

 Professor Corin Braga (Dean of the Faculty of Letters) 

 Professor Stefan Oltean (Head of the Department of English 

Language and Literature and Conference Chairperson) 

10:00-12:30 Plenary Lectures (Room Shakespeare) 

 Professor Ianthi Maria Tsimpli 

(Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece / University of 

Reading, UK) 

‘Lexical and narrative abilities in child bilingualism’ 

Coffe break (11:00-11:30 – (Biblioteca de Romana / Romanian 

Language Library – Building B, 1st floor) 

 Professor John Style  

(Universitat Rovira i Virgili , Catalunya, Spain) 

‘Making Plain Talk Dance: on the poetry and politics of popular 

lyrics’ 

12:30-13:30 Lunch (Biblioteca de Romana / Romanian Language Library) 

13:30-15:30 Sections 1 (p. 2) 

15:30-16:00 Coffee break (Biblioteca de Romana / Romanian Language Library) 

16:00-18:00 Sections 2 (p. 3) 

18:30-19:30 Love is Best – A multimedia event of Victorian love verse and New 

Age music (Room Eminescu – Building A, Ground Floor) 

20:00 Conference dinner (Restaurant Bricks, str. Horea nr. 2) 

 

Friday, 25 October 2013 

9:00-11:00 Plenary Lectures (Room Shakespeare) 

 Professor Alexandra Cornilescu 

(University of Bucharest, Romania) 

‘Reasoning with Scales in English’ 

 Professor Wolfgang Görtschacher 

(University of Salzburg, Austria) 

‘Constructions of Identity in Martha Grimes’s  

The Black Cat (2010)’ 

11:00-11:30 Coffee break (Biblioteca de Romana / Romanian Language Library) 

11:30-13:30 Sections 3 (p. 4) 

13:30-14:30 Lunch (Biblioteca de Romana / Romanian Language Library) 

14:30-16:30 Sections 4 (p. 5) 

16:30-17:00 Coffee (Biblioteca de Romana / Romanian Language Library) 
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Sections and Rooms 

 

Room / Date - Time Grimm 243 Kisch 306 BCS M2 

Thursday, 24 October 

13:30-15:30  American  

Literature 1 

 

Moderator:  

Eniko Major 

British and 

Commonwealth 

Literature 1 

Moderator: 

Magda Danciu 

Literature and 

Culture 1 

 

Moderator: 

Eva Szekely 

Theoretical 

Linguistics 1 

 

Moderator: 

Stefan Oltean 

Theoretical 

Linguistics 2 

 

Moderator: 

Dorin Chira 

Translation  

Studies 1 

 

Moderator: 

Amalia Marasescu 

Amada Mocioalca  
Alice Walker’s 

Womanist Outlook 

Amada Mocioalca  
Zora Neale Hurston’s 

Early Feminism 

Sophia Emmanouilidou  
Memorial Mediations and 

Chicano Self-Identity: 

The Case of Ernesto 

Galarza’s Autobiography 

Barrio Boy (1971) 

Eniko Maior  
Identity and Jewishness 

Liana Beian  
Bipolar Disorder in Song 

of Solomon 

Magda Danciu  
Consuming the City: 

Alasdair Gray’s Glasgow 

and Alexander McCall 

Smith’s Edinburgh 

Khaleelah Jones  
Local Lives, National 

Spaces: Migration and 

Perceptions of National 

Identity  

Titus Pop  
Amitav Ghosh´s Sea of 

Poppies- A Multicultural 

and Multilingual 

narrative 

Elena Maria Emandi  
Language and 

Atmosphere in Uncle 

Silas 

Claudia Novosivschei  
Bushrangers' Identities 

revisited by Peter Carey 

in The True Story of the 

Kelly Gang and by David 

Malouf in The 

Conversations at Curlow 

Creek.  

María del Mar 

González Chacón  
The construction of 

identity in Irish 

contemporary theatre: the 

plays of Marina Carr 

Marta-Teodora Boboc  
The Romantic hero’s 

complex identity – 

Manfred’s portrait from 

quill to canvas 

Silvia Baucekova  
Meat and Sugar Wars: 

Food and Gender in the 

Novels of Agatha 

Christie 

Eva-Nicoleta Burdusel  
Authentic and 

fictionalized identities - 

Nobel prize for literature 

acceptance speeches: a 

case study 

Stefan Oltean  
Unconventional uses of 

proper names 

Alina Tigau  
At the syntax-semantics 

interface  

Mihaela Tanase-

Dogaru  
Romanian prepositional 

genitives 

Iulia Burlacu  
Patterns of Semantic 

Development in the 

Evolution of English and 

French 

Alexandra Scridon  
The Verb Second 

Phenomenon in Late Old 

English and Early 

Middle English 

Dorin Chira  
Smiles, Frowns and 

Other Body Movements 

Daiana Cuibus  
Is Subjunctive an 

Anaphoric Tense? 

Norbert Poruciuc  
Names as Identity 

Indicators in Two 

Medieval Documents 

Catalin Dehelean  
A Refutation of Three 

Misconceptions about 

Language and 

Linguistics 

Anca Ionescu  
A Lexical and 

Grammatical 

Peculiarities of Legal 

Discourse in Naval 

Architect‘s Contract of 

Employment in English, 

Romanian and 

Norwegian Shipbuilding 

Companies 

Dana Cocargeanu  
Off the Beaten Track in 

Romanian Translation 

Studies: Translations for 

Children. Visual 

Elements in the 

Romanian Translation of 

"The Tale of Jemima 

Puddle-Duck" by Beatrix 

Potter 

Amalia Marasescu  
Rendering Identities into 

Another Language: 

Translating Proper 

Names 

Olga-Georgiana 

Cojocaru  
Updating Translation 

Theories: new media and 

technologies 
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Room / Date - Time Grimm 243 Kisch 306 BCS M2 

Thursday, 24 October 

16:00-18:00 Theoretical 

Linguistics 3 

 

Moderator: 

Sorin Ungureanu 

British And 

Commonwealth 

Literature 2 

Moderator: 

Petronia Petrar 

Literature and 

Culture 2 

 

Moderator: 

Adrian Papahagi 

Theoretical 

Linguistics 4 

 

Moderator: 

Péter Furkó 

 Translation  

Studies 2 

 

Moderator: 

Cristina Tataru 

Delia Rusu  
Metaphors and Framing 

Techniques in the 2012 

American Presidential 

Debate 

Sorin Ungurean  
Economy-based language 

change 

Maria Poponet  
Preverbal subjects and 

EPP in Romanian 

Stefania Tarau  
Syntactic Asymmetry and 

the Acquisition of 

Functional Categories in 

L1/L2 

 

 

Simona Elisabeta 

Catana  
Identity as the Avatar of 

the Past in Peter 

Ackroyd’s and Alasdair 

Gray’s Vision 

Catalin Tecucianu  
Divided We Stand: 

Identity at a Crossroads 

in Nadine Gordimer’s A 

World of Strangers 

Petronia Petrar  
‘On the Level’: The 

Singularity of the Banal 

in Julian Barnes’s 

"Levels of Life" 

Carmen-Veronica 

Borbely 
Mendel’s Dwarf: “Uncle 

Gregor’s” Legacy and 

the New Eugenics 

Anca Tomus  
Post-ethnic Urban 

Identities in Zadie 

Smith’s On Beauty and 

NW 

Alina Preda  
The Sound, the Image 

and the Letter – On the 

Cultural Impact of 

Technological 

Innovation 

Adrian Papahagi  
‘For te love of Inglis 

lede, Inglis lede of 

Ingland’: The 

Construction of English 

Identity in the Middle 

Ages 

Eva Szekely  
The Plight of Celebrity in 

Oscar Wilde's Salome 

Eliana Ionoaia  
The Angel in the House 

between Victorian and 

Neo-Victorian 

Embodiments 

Alexandra Pop  
Aureate Language: 

Cause and Effect. Notes 

on Dunbar’s Devotional 

Poetry 

Meral Býrýncý  
Development of 

Idiomatic Knowledge: 

The Case of KTÜ, 

English Language and 

Literature Department 

Amelia Molea  
Identity Adjectives in 

English and Romanian 

Lorena David  
The Semantic 

Interpretation of 

Romanian ori-FRs 

Renáta Gregová  
How Universal are 

Language Universals? A 

Cross-linguistic Research 

on Segment Alternations 

in Inflectional and 

Derivational Processes 

Péter Furkó  
Tolkien the Functional 

Linguist – A Pragmatic 

Perspective on "The 

Hobbit" 

 Paul Movileanu  
Some notes on the 

translation of noun 

clusters from English 

into Romanian 

Ana-Maria Pacleanu  
Translating Deviant 

Language: Expletives 

and their Cultural and 

Religious Dimension in 

Translation 

Cristina Tataru  
Problems of Equivalence 

in the Romanian variant 

of Shakespeare's Sonnets 
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Room / Date - Time Grimm 243 Kisch 306 M2 

Friday, 25 October  

11:30-13:30 ELT 1 

 

 

Moderator: 

Ileana-Oana Macari 

British and 

Commonwealth 

Literature 3 

Moderator: 

Elisabetta Marino 

Literature and 

Culture 3 

 

Moderator: 

Alina Preda 

Media 1 

 

 

Moderator: 

Rares Moldovan 

Theoretical 

Linguistics 5 

 

Moderator: 

György Rákosi 

Oana Maria Carciu  
Academic criticism in 

biomedical research 

articles: a contribution to 

writing in English as an 

academic Lingua Franca 

research from a 

crosslinguistic 

perspective 

(English/Spanish) 

Raluca Constantin  
The Acquisition of 

GOOSE and FOOT by 

Romanian Learners of 

English 

Ileana Oana Macari  
A constructivist-inspired 

framework for assessing 

oral presentations 

Brindusa Nicolaescu  
English for Political 

Science. An Intercultural 

Approach 

Raluca Petrus  
Developing Intercultural 

Communicative 

Competence through 

Sayings 

 

Mirabela Dobrogeanu  
Searching for Identity in 

the Postcolonial World – 

the Example of 

Australian Indigenous 

Literature –  

Elisabetta Marino  
The Suspended Lives of 

British Bangladeshi 

Immigrants: The 

Mapmakers of 

Spitalfields (1997) by 

Syed Manzurul Islam 

Cristina Baniceru  
Tristram Shandy and 

Saleem Sinai - between 

the Oral and the Written 

Daniela Cazan  
Imperial Reverberations 

in the Victorian Novel: A 

Postcolonial View 

Adrian Radu  
Fictions of the City in the 

Victorian Novel 

 

Octavian More  
"No One Has Ever Said 

That It Is to Be Easy" - 

Metaphors of Place as 

Metaphors of Life in 

Alistair MacLeod's Short 

Fiction 

Oana-Meda Palosanu  
Japanese as Marker of 

Difference in Hiromi 

Goto's The Kappa Child 

and Chorus of 

Mushrooms  

Wojciech Klepuszewski  
The New Groves of 

Academe – University 

Fiction and its Future 

Zsuzsanna Ajtony  
Empire and Identity in G. 

B. Shaw’s Plays 

Andrada Fatu-

Tutoveanu  
The Reversed Odyssey: 

Identity Construction, 

Cultural Archetypes and 

Stereotypes in 

Contemporary American 

Cinema. The Curious 

Case of Benjamin Button 

(2008) 

Martina Martausova  
Contemporary Visions of 

American Man in 

Hollywood 

Alexandra Cotoc  
Cyber-identity on 

Facebook: Online 

Practices of Young 

Participants 

Jimena Escudero Pérez  
Humanoids and their 

challenge to human 

identity: filmic 

representations of a 

dualist relationship. 

Arina Greavu  
The Typology of 

Romanian/English Code-

Mixing 

Maria Aurelia Cotfas  
On the possibility of 

actuality entailment in 

Romanian beyond ability 

modals: a look at “a 

incerca” in structures of 

the type try + de + verb 

indicative 

Maria Cristina Dolcos  
Multicultural patterns 

and their conversational 

implicatures-flouting the 

maxim of conversation 

György Rákosi  
Local binding and 

coreference in Hungarian 
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Room / Date - Time Grimm 243 Kisch 306 M2 

Friday, 25 October  

14:30-16:30 ELT 2 

 

Moderator: 

Cristina Felea 

Gender 

 

Moderator: 

Carmen Borbely 

Literary Theory 

 

Moderator: 

Sanda Berce 

Media 2 

 

Moderator: 

Adriana Neagu 

Theoretical 

Linguistics 6 

Moderator: 

Adriana Todea 

Laura-Mihaela 

Muresan, Oana-Maria 

Carciu , Adina Panait  
ELT's contribution to 

enriching professional 

identities. "EDU-RES" a 

case in point. 

Eniko Tanko  
Empirical Evidence on 

the Acquisition of the 

English Passive 

Constructions by L1 

Speakers of Hungarian 

Anca Maria Slev  
The Effects of Emotions 

on English Language 

Learning/Teaching 

Cristina Felea 
 Is a Picture Worth a 

Thousand Words? 

ClipFlair - Promoting 

Authentic and 

Multimodal Learning of 

Foreign Languages 

Amelia Precup  
American Manhood 

Reinvented: 

Schlemielhood and the 

Predicaments of Modern 

Man in Woody Allen’s 

Short Fiction 

Natalia Khokhlova  
Social Class of a Speaker 

through the Prism of 

Abstract Nouns 

Luana Ersilia Iacob  
Women and men - 

differences in 

conversation applied to a 

class of non native 

English speakers- 

Camelia Teglas  
Women writers of the 

past in the digital era 

Rasha M. Elleithy  
The E-Civilizing 

Mission: Tweeting 

Western Human Rights 

and Hacking The Arab 

Spring in The Era of 

Digital 

(Post)Colonialism 

Gabriela Tucan  
Double-Scope Identity 

Blends: Blending and 

De-blending the 

Counterfactual Self – 

Ernest Hemingway’s 

Short Stories as Case 

Studies. 

Andra-Lucia Rus  
Memory and the City- 

Analysis of Penelope 

Lively’s London and 

Lars Saabye 

Christensen’s Oslo 

Mihai Mindra  
Cognitive Poetics and 

Cultural Studies: 

Figuring and Grounding 

in Spanglish 

Maria Mariño Faza  
An identity of their own. 

Female vampires in the 

21st century. 

Daniela Tecucianu  
Mis-/Shaping Identities 

in Self-Reflexive Fiction: 

Ian McEwan's 

Atonement and Its 

Cinematic Adaptation 

Iuliana Borbely  
Fusion of Character and 

Narrator: Voice-over in 

Film Adaptations 

Adriana Neagu  
Zombyism, Cardio 

Strength, and the ‘Cozy 

Catastrophe’: The Case 

of British Cinematic 

Dystopia 

Adriana Todea  
How wrong is this 

sentence? 

Eva-Carmen Marton  
A minimalist approach 

on code switching 

Ionela Cristina 

Iosifescu  
Experiencers: What they 

are and what they are not 

Imola-Ágnes Farkas  
Underassociation: Two 

Types, Two Possibilities 

Magdalena Ciubancan  
Is English the new 

Japanese? The question 

of linguistic identity in 

contemporary Japan 
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Abstracts 

Ajtony, Zsuzsanna 

Empire and Identity in G. B. Shaw’s Plays 

The Anglo-Irish playwright’s oeuvre displays an ambiguous attitude towards the British empire of his age. This 

presentation gives a summary of Shaw’s contradictory views related to his contemporary society and colonialism and 

relates it to linguistic representations of Britishness in selected Shavian plays. It aims to present the sources of this 

ambiguity (mainly due to Shaw’s assumed double identity), the historical-cultural background of these literary products 

and how the ethnic identity of the characters is either overtly or covertly present in their conversations. The Shavian 

plays are approached from a micro-sociolinguistic perspective, discussing the conversationalists’ face-to-face 

interactions. 

Baniceru, Cristina 

Tristram Shandy and Saleem Sinai - between the Oral and the Written 

This paper analyses comparatively how S. Rushdie's and L. Sterne's narrators construct their identities as the storytellers 

of their lives, taking into consideration that Saleem, as his creator confesses, is partly modelled after Tristram. I will 

argue that both of them use skaz, but in two different ways. Saleem is more of a storyteller in the oral tradition than a 

writer, whereas Tristram is what I call the extroverted writer caught up between the oral and written discourse. Sterne, 

through Tristram Shandy, exaggerates the features of both oral and written discourses, and by doing so he exposes their 

artificiality. The result is a two-headed monster, a disjointed discourse, in which the oral and written discourses fight for 

supremacy. Saleem successfully combines the two types of discourse, thus creating a very sophisticated postmodernist 

skaz. 

Baucekova, Silvia 

Meat and Sugar Wars: Food and Gender in the Novels of Agatha Christie 

The present paper examines how food and gender work in the novels of Agatha Christie to uphold characters’ traditional 

gender identities or to construct new ones. Gender is understood as constructed and performed, rather than pre-

determined and fixed. In addition, both, crime fiction and food are considered strongly gendered phenomena. The aim of 

the paper is to highlight that while Christie employed food references to depict traditional gender roles, she also created 

characters who used food to construct alternative and transgressive gender roles for themselves. This is especially visible 

in Christie’s desexualisation of her two most-famous detectives: Hercule Poirot and Miss Marple. Such desexualisation 

enabled Christie to transform the genre of classical crime novel and eventually introduce a female detective. 

Beian, Liana 

Bipolar Disorder in Song of Solomon 

The work entitled Bipolar Disorder in Song of Solomon aims at integrating the condition in the racial, social and 

psychological complexity of the novel Song of Solomon. It is meant to be a psychological experiment, in which a 

disorder is integrated in a racial and a racially determined issue: the search of the Black individual for his identity lost in 

the dark corners of the process of slavery. The purpose of this psychiatric and literary intercourse is to follow the 

behavioral pattern of the novel's main characters and to explain their actions and choices referring to bipolar disorder. 

Boboc, Marta-Teodora 

The Romantic hero’s complex identity – Manfred’s portrait from quill to canvas 

Far from being a mere conceptual concern, identity seems to become more and more a subject of debate in cultural, 

social and literary terms. As a consequence, the notion of identity, its various definitions and multiple facets exert a 

significant influence not only on people’s daily life, on their perception of themselves and the others, but also on their 

perception of art and poetry. This is precisely the purpose of our paper – to highlight the way in which identity is 

reflected in poetry and painting (using as support Byron’s poem, Manfred and Ford Madox Brown’s canvas Manfred on 

the Jungfrau), by underlining both the common elements and the differences that occur between those two domains of 

expression.  

Borbely, Carmen-Veronica 

Mendel’s Dwarf: “Uncle Gregor’s” Legacy and the New Eugenics  

Does the sleep of reason truly produce monsters? Or does the Enlightenment’s relentless celebration of the sovereignty of 

reason engender, in a sort of backlash effect, the very monsters it appears to suppress? The nineteenth-century science of 

teratology, officially consecrated through the teratogenic experiments and taxonomical studies of the Saint-Hilaires, 

perpetuated the Enlightenment project of a rationalist approach to the monstrous.This paper looks at the ethically 

ambivalent relation between the rise of a new eugenics and anatomical deformity in Simon Mawer’s take on Gregor 

Mendel’s legacy in his 1997 novel. 
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Borbely, Iuliana 

Fusion of Character and Narrator: Voice-over in Film Adaptations 

Voice-over, among other roles it fulfills, replaces the omniscient narrator of third-person-singular written stories in film 

adaptations. The commentator may “appear” as the narrator of the novel, or may be incorporated in the main character of 

the story. The aim of the paper is to examine the use of voice-over in the 1999 film adaptation of "The Virgin Suicides" 

by Jeffrey Eugenides, a story written in first person plural.  

Burdusel, Eva-Nicoleta 

Authentic and fictionalized identities - Nobel prize for literature acceptance speeches: a case study 

 The main goal of the present study is to explore the countless connections between the real and fictionalized identities of 

a number of Nobel Prize winners. Their acceptance speeches enriched in meaning, at times, by literary interviews, letters 

or essays, provide an invaluable reflection upon the role of the artist, the citizen and individual in society, and shed more 

light on what the mission of a writer as public intellectual. Literature also enables a dialogue of cultures.Questions of 

authenticity and identity, the distinction between real and fictionalized life also come up in Nobel Prize Acceptance 

Speeches. 

Burlacu, Iulia 

Patterns of Semantic Development in the Evolution of English and French 

Social rank terms (e.g. king, churl, villain) are categories which exhibit a distinct lexical structure from other categories 

of terms (natural, artifacts) due to the specificity of the classes of objects they denote (Rosch:1978, Dahlgren:1985). They 

exhibit properties specific to both abstract and concrete terms, which means that they can be defined according to the 

perceptual criterion (appearance) which characterizes concrete terms (e.g. apple, chair) as well as to the constitutive 

function which defines abstract social categories ( Searle:1969). The constitutive function accounts for the emergence 

and functioning of a social category within an institution with its specific rules. In the case of terms denoting social roles 

in the medieval period, the institution is represented by the medieval society with its rigid social stratification. Being 

constitutively defined, the studied terms show different patterns of semantic development from other categories of terms, 

which, in this study, will be presented from a sociolinguistic perspective (Hughes: 1988, Baugh&Cable: 1992) and from 

a cognitivist perspective (Lakoff: 1987, Taylor: 1989). Similarities and differences concerning the evolution of both 

frames of English and French social rank terms are also discussed in this paper. 

Býrýncý, Meral 

Development of Idiomatic Knowledge: The Case of KTÜ, English Language and Literature Department 

It does not guarantee that you can understand a sentence because of being familiar with every single word in it and 

studying in a department of English Language and Literature does not mean that you are capable of identifying every 

idiomatical expression unless you are not especially interested in it. To some extent, it is due to the absence of socio-

cultural courses and this is why I have chosen to explore this issue. The study is conducted in the Department of English 

Language and Literature at Karadeniz Technical University. The aim of this study is to explore the differences between 

the first and fourth year students’ idiomatical knowledge. By doing this, the study also aims to reveal the importance of 

cultural courses and how it affects the capacity of one’s understanding and interpretation of the language they have 

learnt. In this study, I argue that there is no dramatic difference between the first and fourth year students. To this aim, I 

compare their knowledge by doing a test on idioms. This comparison suggests that the number of the books they have 

read and the number of the years they studied have no importance on their idiomatic knowledge as long as they are not 

genuinely interested with it outside the university or they are not taught idiomatic courses. 

Carciu, Oana Maria 

Academic criticism in biomedical research articles: a contribution to writing in English as an academic Lingua Franca 

research from a crosslinguistic perspective (English/Spanish) 

This article explores academic criticism as a discourse phenomenon from a crosslinguistic perspective (English/Spanish) 

in the Introduction and Discussion sections of biomedical research articles. To this end, linguistic patterns which contain 

the feature of negation have been analyzed in a corpus of 270 section-coded research articles written in English as an 

academic Lingua Franca and Spanish. Despite the tendency towards uniformity in scientific writing, results show 

differences in the overall frequency of occurrence of instances of academic criticism both across sections and across 

languages. The reason for this variation is mainly explained by the context-dependency of academic writing which is 

assessed from the standpoint of Bhatia's (2004) ‘multi-perspective model’ for discourse analysis. In as much as 

crosslinguistic studies are claimed to have pedagogical implications and applications, this study is an attempt to 

contribute both to research on issues concerning the use of English as an academic Lingua Franca and applied linguistics. 
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Catana, Simona Elisabeta 

Identity as the Avatar of the Past in Peter Ackroyd’s and Alasdair Gray’s Vision 

Investigating the impact of the past on shaping the present literary writing and its written characters’ identities in Peter 

Ackroyd’s work and in Alasdair Gray’s Lanark, this essay argues that the present creates its identities based on the 

cultural heritage of the past. In art and literary writing, the present and its identities go back to an essence which lies in 

the past times of other stories, writings and identities. The present-day age of digitalization and globalization cannot 

efface the essence of art and humanity: as being built on the already existing values, patterns of existence and creation, 

words which are permanently adapted and creatively rewritten.  

Cazan, Daniela  

Imperial Reverberations in the Victorian Novel: A Postcolonial View 

During the reign of Queen Victoria, the British Empire was at its highest, and most major Victorian writers had 

something to say about India, Africa, Australia, or slavery, and some of them – Anthony Trollope, for example, who 

traveled throughout the Empire – had much to say. Taking pride in the British Empire was a major aspect of Victorian 

patriotism and was often indistinguishable from racial chauvinism – the belief in the absolute superiority of the Anglo-

Saxon race and its providential mission to rule the supposedly inferior races of the world, Rudyard Kipling’s ‘lesser 

breeds without the law’. 

Chira, Dorin 

Smiles, Frowns and Other Body Movements 

Under the term kinesics we include problems of human interaction which are not carried out through words. Although 

human beings have a large stock of kinesics the ways in which these are used differ from group to group (depending on 

gender, class, ethnicity, region, etc.). We intend to focus on some of these responses/reactions (eye contact, proxemics, 

body movement, facial expression) as well as on possible ways of researching them.   

Ciubancan, Magdalena 

Is English the new Japanese? The question of linguistic identity in contemporary Japan 

In our paper we investigate the role that English plays in contemporary Japanese. During the last twenty years, English 

has been basically the only language from which lexical items were borrowed, English loanwords accounting for 90% of 

the total number of loanwords in Japanese. Rather than focusing on the formal changes that loanwords undergo when 

imported from English, which are mainly phonetic and phonological in nature, our paper analyses the reasons for 

choosing loanwords over native words, emphasizing the semantic-pragmatic aspects of this process. Furthermore, we 

also consider the case of “wasei-eigo”; (made-in-Japan English) and of the so-called “ornamental English”;. 

Cocargeanu, Dana 

Off the Beaten Track in Romanian Translation Studies: Translations for Children. Visual Elements in the Romanian 

Translation of "The Tale of Jemima Puddle-Duck" by Beatrix Potter 

This paper focuses on a relatively unexplored area in Romanian Translation Studies, namely the translation of children’s 

literature, and exemplifies its potential by analysing critically the visual elements in a Romanian translation of Beatrix 

Potter’s The Tale of Jemima Puddle-Duck. The Romanian edition features a new format and illustrations, which alters 

the original, meaningful relationship between visual and verbal elements. An interview with the Romanian edition’s 

illustrator suggested possible causes, including a low status of (translated) children's literature within the Romanian 

literary system, and a lack of appreciation by the publisher and illustrator of Potter’s iconic status as an author-illustrator.  

Cojocaru, Olga-Georgiana 

Updating Translation Theories: new media and technologies 

The paper addresses several themes regarding the ever-changing landscapes of contemporary globalization, focusing on 

the new media and information technology; on the emergence of a global communication industry as well as on the place 

of localization, nowadays considered a strong business model (Maroto: 2008), and advertising within the field of 

translation studies. Considering the important role of cultural models in the study of the above-mentioned advances, and 

the guidelines provided by the theoretical framework, the hands-on approach analyzes the different marketing strategies 

adopted by advertisers in order to secure the advertising success of a product.  

Constantin, Raluca 

The Acquisition of GOOSE and FOOT by Romanian Learners of English 

The paper investigates to what extent the tense vs. lax quality of the GOOSE vs. FOOT lexical set of monophthongs are 

acquired by Romanian learners by bringing phonetic evidence either in favour of or against the following models: the 

Speech Learning Model (Flege 1986, 1997), the Theory of Interlanguage (Selinker 1972) and the Ontogeny Phylogeny 
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Model (Major 1997). According to the findings, SLM does hold since the respondents have the tendency to create laxer 

categories. Intermediate values are encoded by new interlanguage categories, which exhibit a mixture of RP GOOSE and 

FOOT.  

Cotfas, Maria Aurelia 

On the possibility of actuality entailment in Romanian beyond ability modals: a look at “a incerca” in structures of the 

type try + de +verb indicative 

The paper sets out to discuss the possibility of 'actuality entailment' effects in Romanian. This phenomenon has been 

studied recently in a number of works (Bhatt 1999, Hacquard 2006, 2009, Pinon 2003) mainly in relation to ability 

modals and has been generally assumed to be due to the contribution of the perfective aspect (and past tense) on the 

modal verb. However, in the present paper we are not directly concerned with the (assumedly) different veridicality value 

of the complements of a putea . We want to focus instead on the verb a incerca 'try', not a well-behaved implicative. 

Starting from assumptions in Giannakidou & Staraki (2011), who show that actuality entailment is obtained not via 

perfective but via causation and capitalizing on their observation that it is equally observed with implicative verbs and 

verbs of trying, we will (try to) show that the same effect is obtained in Romanian with the verb a incerca 'try', once it is 

followed by a de + indicative construction. 

Cotoc, Alexandra  

Cyber-identity on Facebook: Online Practices of Young Participants 

Situating ourselves within an interdisciplinary framework (sociolinguistics, discourse analysis and Internet linguistics), 

we will present the role of Facebook affordances in the process of creating one’s online identity and we will scrutinize 

the online practices of constructing a cyber-identity on the Facebook profile of an Australian user (individual identity) 

and on the Entertainment Facebook page (group identity). In both cases, young digi-participants establish simultaneously 

a youth identity, group identity and cyber-identity through what they say about themselves and how they say it. 

Cuibus, Daiana 

Is Subjunctive an Anaphoric Tense? 

The paper looks at the English and Romanian subjunctive, in a comparative perspective, trying to answer one particular 

question: is subjunctive an anaphoric tense, in both languages, a tense which cannot govern the subject position of the 

subordinate, as Rizzi (1989) stated? Furthermore, we investigate the consequences, in order to see if the subjunctive 

replacement of the infinitive generates bi-clausal or mono-clausal structures. 

Danciu, Magda 

Consuming the City: Alasdair Gray’s Glasgow and Alexander McCall Smith’s Edinburgh 

The paper aims to foreground instances of how cityscapes are rendered through their abilities to connect humans’ lives 

and how cities become objects of consumption with their buildings, architecture, and places of everyday practices. The 

demonstration is provided by a selection of texts from books belonging to two famous contemporary Scottish authors, 

Alasdair Gray and Alexander McCall Smith. 

David, Lorena 

The Semantic Interpretation of Romanian ori-FRs 

The paper proposes a compositional semantic analysis of ori- FRs by trying to unveil the semantic import of each of the 

component morphemes ce, cine and ori. It thus accounts for the differences between plain FRs (i.e., cine/ce FRs) and FRs 

introduced by compound relative pronouns in Romanian, as well as for the differences between English -ever FRs and 

their Romanian counterparts. We start from the hypothesis that ori- FRs, like plain FRs, are definite descriptions 

(Jacobson 1995) and that the compound pronouns introducing ori- FRs do not change their status as definite (maximal) 

clauses. We test this hypothesis by means of several tests for definiteness. 

Dehelean, Catalin 

A Refutation of Three Misconceptions about Language and Linguistics 

One has identified three misconceptions about language and its study, namely linguistics. Their persistence is 

intrinsically dangerous, as there are many misconceptions in the minds of the people. Yet these misconceptions are worth 

a look because they have been uttered by people teaching in the field of humanities.The first misconception is that there 

are very distinct languages of culture and languages of civilisation.The second misconception revolves around the idea 

that the metaphor is the only thing that matters.The third misconception lies in the blunt statement that linguists only ever 

draw tables.The purpose of this short work is to show that humanities ought to be seen as an integrated and developing 

field. 



 10 

Dolcos, Maria Cristina 

Multicultural patterns and their conversational implicatures-flouting the maxim of conversation 

The goal of my paper is to show that conversational maxims are utterly important regarding human beings 

relationships.It studies human behaviour and wants to find out the way people act in their complex relationships with 

other people, thus discovering as many things as possible with respect to them ,and also the possibilities of improving 

these relationships. 

Dobrogeanu, Mirabela 

Searching for Identity in the Postcolonial World – the Example of Australian Indigenous Literature 

Australian Indigenous literature in English began as the expression of an Indigenous minority living on the fringes of the 

majority community. Australian Indigenous writers may be labeled ‘committed’ writers. They are deeply concerned with 

the problems of their communities even to the extent that community is stressed at the expense of the individual. In 

writing about these problems, some of them become aware of similar situations facing minorities in other countries of the 

world and give their support to those communities fighting for a place under the sun, free from the domination of national 

majorities.  

Emandi, Elena Maria 

Language and Atmosphere in Uncle Silas 

The focus of the present paper will be on language and the features of Gothic style in the novel Uncle Silas by Sheridan 

le Fanu. It will approach the rich Victorian atmosphere of menacing, sombre gloom and ebony shadows intended to 

create creepy and tingling sensations.  

Emmanouilidou, Sophia 

Memorial Mediations and Chicano Self-Identity: The Case of Ernesto Galarza’s Autobiography Barrio Boy (1971) 

This paper aims to reflect on the notions of de-territorialisation and re-territorialization on the porous borderlands 

between Mexico and the USA, and to look into how border-crossing complexities intersect with the construction of self-

identity. Ernesto Galarza’s autobiography Barrio Boy (1971) unravels an immigrant’s endeavors as he oscillates between 

memories of an abandoned homeland south of the border and the knowledge he acquires as a non-white newcomer in the 

USA. Barrio Boy is a testimonio that records migration not as a stagnant emotional attachment to Mexico, but as a 

personal pledge to reveal the Odyssey of Chicanismo across spatial and temporal borders 

Escudero Pérez, Jimena 

Humanoids and their challenge to human identity: filmic representations of a dualist relationship. 

Artificially created beings are a common element in SF cinema. Regardless of their narrative status, when these 

characters are portrayed as distinctively humanoid a constant negotiation between love/hate and fear/trust dichotomies is 

displayed. This presentation aims to identify the subjacent mechanisms involved in the recognition of the human(oid) 

while exploring our ambivalent drive towards human resemblance in artificial beings. We will confront this 

attraction/rejection duality by examining its agency as featured in several filmic examples from the early seventies until 

today. Interaction with the "non-human" identity will force us to re-evaluate its opposite category as a referent, thus 

revealing the construction of the human identity itself. 

Farkas, Imola-Ágnes 

Underassociation: Two Types, Two Possibilities 

Denominal/deadjectival verbs are said to be incompatible with result predicates, because they are based on a common 

lexical-syntactic structure. In view of this co-occurrence restriction, we aim to explore the relationship between 

Romanian denominal/deadjectival verbs (e.g. a îngheta ‘freeze’) and Romanian metaphorical resultatives (e.g. a îngheta 

bocna; ‘freeze solid’). We examine the syntactic derivation of these verbs and these constructions, and we show that 

these verbs are compatible with result phrases, because the N/A feature of the verb is underassociated (cf. also the 

Superset Principle). However, we argue that the res feature of the verb cannot be underassociated, because in Romanian 

the predicate never identifies res. 

Fatu-Tutoveanu, Andrada 

The Reversed Odyssey: Identity Construction, Cultural Archetypes and Stereotypes in Contemporary American Cinema. 

The Curious Case of Benjamin Button (2008) 

Departing from the idea that contemporary media narratives play an essential role in providing essential cultural symbols, 

myths, and resources (Kellner,2003), mostly by reinterpreting/recycling existing cultural typologies, prototypes and 

archetypes (Lyden, 2003), the presentation discusses the process and mechanisms through which current cinema employs 

and recodes such cultural patterns in an accessible formula for contemporary mass audiences to identify with. Combining 
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methodological and conceptual tools from the areas of Film Studies, Media and Cultural Studies and using as a case 

study the 2008 cinema adaptation of Fitzgerald’s "The Curious Case of Benjamin Button", the approach focuses on the 

issue of identity construction (and in particular of masculine identity) within mainstream Hollywood cinema, based on a 

series of recycled cultural patterns, motifs, myths and archetypes (as well as stereotypes), processed, adapted and 

reinterpreted through cinematic strategies. 

Felea, Cristina 

Is a Picture Worth a Thousand Words? ClipFlair - Promoting Authentic and Multimodal Learning of Foreign Languages 

Recent research on the effects of multimedia and technology as well as on learners’ psychology has revealed that 

authentic and multimodal tasks increase students’ performance. This paper examines some of the theoretical 

underpinnings of ClipFlair, a European project aimed at developing foreign language skills through interaction of text 

(written and spoken), image (still or moving) and sound by means of subtitling and revoicing video clips. The learning 

units in eight languages are presented on an online platform, with teachers and learners participating in a growing 

community that allows for social and cultural interaction and learning. The benefits of authentic, multimodal and social 

learning are highlighted against the background of transformations affecting education worldwide under the impact of 

technology and some suggestions for practitioners are offered. 

Furkó, Péter 

Tolkien the Functional Linguist – A Pragmatic Perspective on "The Hobbit" 

Even though it is a commonly held belief that Tolkien’s novels stem from his “prediliction for creating languages”, many 

scholars note (cf. e.g. Smith 2007, viii.) that Tolkien’s philosophy of language per se has not received the attention it 

deserves. The most likely explanation is that many of Tolkien’s linguistic beliefs (e.g. his linguistic 

aesthetics/phonosemantics, and the assumption of a motivated relationship between signifier and signified) are, at best, 

marginal, i.e. mostly incommensurable with modern linguistic theory, and, at worst, “highly personal if not heretical” 

(Shippey 2000, xiv). As a result, linguistic approaches to Tolkien, for the most part, focus on safer topics and explore the 

phonological, lexical and morpho-syntactic features as well as the poetic effects produced by Tolkien’s invented 

languages, such as Dwarvish, Rohirric, and Black Speech. The aim of the present paper is twofold: first of all, it is to take 

a fresh look at Tolkien’s style through a discourse-pragmatic analysis of some of the authentication strategies in The 

Hobbit, secondly, to reconsider Tolkien’s linguistic beliefs (either explicitly stated or implicit in his authorial strategies) 

from the perspective of pragmatics as a theory of linguistic adaptation (as in e.g. Verschueren, 1999). 

González Chacón, María del Mar 

The construction of identity in Irish contemporary theatre: the plays of Marina Carr 

Women in the Plays of Marina Carr have always been fighting for the visibility of their true identity: The Mai suffers for 

the loss of selfhood; Portia fights for her right to be a mother who does not love her children; Hester refuses to live 

outside the geographical borders of her bog. Dissenting identities are presented as a challenge for the Irish society 

through these characters who continue reinventing Ireland. In her latest plays the concept of identity has been inserted 

into modern life. However, tension and conflict continue existing and also transformations occur in the form of 

provocative dialogues and behaviors that hint, once again, to a reinvented Irish identity in a glocal Ireland. 

Greavu, Arina 

The Typology of Romanian/English Code-Mixing 

Muysken (2000: 1) uses the term code-mixing to refer to “all cases where lexical items and grammatical features from 

two languages appear in one sentence”. He also emphasizes the idea that “intra-sentential code-mixes are not distributed 

randomly in the sentence, but rather occur at specific points” (2000: 2), and puts forth a threefold classification of this 

phenomenon (i.e. insertion, alternation and congruent lexicalization) based on structural, psycholinguistic and 

sociolinguistic criteria. The present paper aims to describe Romanian/English code-mixing in terms of Muysken’s three 

classes, hypothesizing that transfers from English into contemporary Romanian are mainly of an insertional nature. The 

empirical study is conducted on a corpus of Romanian journalistic prose, and uses structural elements (syntactic positions 

occupied by English words and phrases, length of constituency) in order to validate this general claim.  

Gregová, Renáta 

How Universal are Language Universals? A Cross-linguistic Research on Segment Alternations in Inflectional and 

Derivational Processes 

The existence of language universals is based on the assumption that languages are built to a common pattern and 

supposes that certain features and/or rules occur in all or in most of the world languages. On the other hand, some 

linguists claim that “in fact, there are vanishingly few universals of language in the direct sense that all languages exhibit 

them. Instead, diversity can be found at almost every level of linguistic organization” (Evans 2009:1). One of the possible 

universals indicates (see e.g. Sabol 1987) that vowel alternations in word stems usually accompany inflections, whereas 

consonant alternations are more typical of derivational processes. In order to evaluate this assumption about 
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inflectionally or derivationally conditioned vowel and consonant stem modifications, and thus to support either the idea 

of the unity or the diversity among languages, a research has been carried out on the sample of the data from 120 world-

languages falling into eleven language families. The preliminary findings support the diversity among languages, at least 

in the given field of the phonology – morphology interface. 

Iacob, Luana Ersilia 

Women and men - differences in conversation applied to a class of non native English speakers- 

We have two sexes but numerous number of gender roles which may vary according to race, class, culture. There are 

differences in the communicational styles traditionally attributed to women and men. Some aspects that distinguish the 

language of women from that of men are: the use of hedges and boosters, super polite forms, hyper correct grammar. The 

first aspects will be analysed in the video recording I did on a class of twelve graders, taking into consideration gender 

differences. 

Ionescu, Anca  

A Lexical and Grammatical Peculiarities of Legal Discourse in Naval Architect‘s Contract of Employment in English, 

Romanian and Norwegian Shipbuilding Companies 

This paper is a stylistic investigation of the lexical and grammatical patterns in a selection of legal discourse in naval 

architecture contracts of employment. Employing linguistic theories derived from the postulations of Hutchinson and 

Waters, Dudley-Evans and St. John and Strevens on English for Specific Purposes (ESP) as well as Halliday’s scale and 

category grammar as its theoretical and analytical framework, the study exemplifies the step by step procedure and the 

effectiveness of stylistic analysis in revealing the lexical and grammatical complexities of the language of law applied to 

contracts of employment in the shipbuilding companies. Drawing on the relationship between stylistics and ESP, the 

research focuses on structures for which legal documents are well known in three different languages. It observes how 

every language has its own peculiarities and how / if the legal discourse unifies them. The study concludes that, 

stylistically, the language of law is at once a necessary and artificial convention aimed to bound employers and 

employees with a different nationality background. 

Ionoaia, Eliana 

The Angel in the House between Victorian and Neo-Victorian Embodiments 

Coventry Patmore's 1854 poem encouraged the popularity of the Angel in the House trope ensuring that later literature 

would assume it, assimilate it as well as subvert it and tamper with it. Nevertheless, it is apparent that not only later 

authors, but those in the Victorian Age too seemed to follow Virginia Woolf's advice of "Killing the Angel in the House". 

Some Victorian novels present a more varied view of the female construction of identity, while others follow down the 

beaten path. Later novels oscillate as well and play with this trope in ways that are worth investigating. 

Iosifescu, Ionela Cristina 

Experiencers: What they are and what they are not 

Experiencers are arguments which belong to the event structure of a psych verb, they are those individuals that undergo a 

certain mental state. Interestingly, Experiencers are not arguments which are generally associated with a specific 

syntactic position. Thus, the reason why Experiencers are special is encoded in their syntactic behavior: they can be 

licensed either in subject or object position, and they can bear different cases, such as the Nominative, the Accusative or 

the Dative. In fact, the existence of three classes of psych verbs (in Italian) has been proposed in the literature (Belletti & 

Rizzi, 1988) – the temere class (Nominative Experiencer, Accusative Theme), the preoccupare class (Nominative Theme, 

Accusative Experiencer), and the piacere class (Dative Experiencer, Nominative Theme). The purpose of this paper is to 

introduce some basic ideas on Experiencers; in dealing with this purpose, we need to focus on some significant works 

such as: Belletti & Rizzi (1988), Pesetsky (1995), Landau (2010). Moreover, special attention will be paid to Dative 

Experiencers in quirky Subject position in contemporary Romanian since Experiencers in such constructions are 

parameterized crosslinguistically (Landau, 2010 states the quirky subject parameter). We are hopeful that Romanian data 

will shed some new light on Experiencers; in particular, Dative Experiencers in Romanian deserve closer investigation.  

Jones, Khaleelah 

Local Lives, National Spaces: Migration and Perceptions of National Identity  

Through Monica Ali’s Brick Lane and Jhumpa Lahiri’s Interpreter of Maladies, this paper explores the transition 

between homelands old and new. As immigrants in both texts step out of both the local, familiar space of home and 

community as well as the larger, political space of country, they lose the ability to both represent and recognize national 

identity in a familiar context. This paper chronicles how both texts explore the experience of competing cultures, politics 

and ultimately, identities, make connection with the new local and national space fraught with tension, misunderstanding 

and incongruence.  
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Khokhlova, Natalia 

Social Class of a Speaker through the Prism of Abstract Nouns 

This article aims at exploring abstract nouns as a means of mapping a worldview of a person or that of society at large. 

The speech of a literary character is analyzed with the view to establish the main concepts constituting the person’s 

outlook on life and his set of values. The semantic and lexical groups of abstract nouns are considered both as a system of 

conceptual representation of one person and in comparison with a set of basic concepts of a speaker belonging to a 

different social class. 

Klepuszewski, Wojciech  

The New Groves of Academe – University Fiction and its Future 

In the title of the article published in 1997 J. Bottum heralded 'The End of the Academic Novel'. Since the 1950s, when 

'Lucky Jim' was published, and the 1970s/1980s, when David Lodge and Malcolm Bradbury wrote their world-famous 

novels one thing has changed immensely, that is the reality that fiction pertaining to the world of academia can depict. Is 

the academic novel passé, running out of steam, or is there still a new identity it can take on in the new millennium. 

M. Elleithy, Rasha 

The E-Civilizing Mission: Tweeting Western Human Rights and Hacking The Arab Spring in The Era of Digital 

(Post)Colonialism 

Right after the eruption of what came to be termed the Arab Spring, it became widely assumed that new media and 

specifically Western social networks were the key for the success of these revolutions. This paper argues that this 

hypothesis is part of the (mis)representation of the non-Western Other as backward and inhumane. The West, that had 

used the concept of the ‘civilizing mission’ as an excuse for imperialism, is entering the digital age utilizing its tools to 

the same end. This paper also calls into attention a new genre, namely e-narrative, to be considered in postcolonial 

studies along other traditional literary genres. 

Macari, Ileana Oana 

A constructivist-inspired framework for assessing oral presentations 

The paper describes a constructivist-inspired framework used for the assessment of the oral presentations that English 

minor 2nd year students complete in groups as the end-of-term TPL course assignment in the first semester. This kind of 

integrated evaluation using peer, self, and instructor assessment has great pedagogical value, because it engages students 

and teachers as responsible partners in learning and assessment. 

Maior, Eniko 

Identity and Jewishness 

The task of my paper is to show the protagonist's struggle for his identity in Gary Shteyngart's second novel Absurdistan. 

The main character Misha Borisovich Vainberg is a 325 pound Russian Jew who tries to get back to the US.He is proud 

of his Russian Jewish origins. He does not want to change his identity but wants to return to the land of freedom and to 

his girlfriend. The main question is will he succeed or will he fail?  

Marasescu, Amalia 

Rendering Identities into Another Language: Translating Proper Names 

Taking into account the fact that we are identified first of all by name, the paper explores the way in which names of 

people and places, but also nicknames were rendered from English into Romanian in older or newer translations of older 

or newer books such as Emily Bronte's "Wuthering Heights" or Salman Rushdie's "Midnight's Children".  

Marino, Elisabetta 

The Suspended Lives of British Bangladeshi Immigrants: 'The Mapmakers of Spitalfields' (1997) by Syed Manzurul Islam 

This paper will focus on 'The Mapmakers of Spitalfields', a collection of short-stories by Syed Manzurul Islam. Islam 

was born in East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) in 1953 and has lived his life between his mother-country and England, 

where he worked as a racial harassment officer in East London, besides lecturing at the University of Gloucestershire. As 

it will be shown, the sense of alienation and estrangement of the British Bangladeshi immigrants, the clash between their 

gloomy existence in London’s Banglatown and the cherished memories of their land of origin are among the most 

relevant and though-provoking features of his narratives. 

Mariño Faza, Maria 

An identity of their own. Female vampires in the 21st century 

The myth of the vampire has existed for many centuries but it was in the 19th century when they became a recurrent 

topic in the literature of the period. Since then, the popularity of these supernatural creatures has only increased, not only 



 14 

thanks to literature but also to other cultural expressions such as the cinema or the television. But vampires have also 

undergone a series of changes and adapted to different periods. I will focus my analysis on female vampires as portrayed 

on screen in the 21st century, how they no longer act as victims but have a much more different role from the one 

portrayed in the previous two centuries. Female vampires have evolved and in that transition, they mirror they new view 

on women and their role in the 21st century society. 

Martausova, Martina 

Contemporary Visions of American Man in Hollywood 

The vision of contemporary American man has been after the events of 9-11 under scrutiny of social science disciplines, 

focusing on his representation in the media, including film. The 1990s image of the dislocated American man on screen 

has been replaced by a new hero, one who seeks his allegedly lost access to the promise of the American dream that 

Michael Kimmer explains as the lost access to “unlimited upward mobility”. Shattered by the attacks of 9-11, the 

American man on screen again rises to regain the promise and reclaim his manhood… But can a rigidly traditional 

pattern of representation that Hollywood steadily employs help American man regain the American dream?  

Marton, Eva-Carmen 

A minimalist approach on code switching 

In the age of globalization bilingualism and multilingualism dominate the human brain. Inevitably, situations of language 

contacts emerge now where code switching phenomenon appears. The literature on the topic of code switching has been 

debated and analyzed from multiple points of view and, unfortunately, there are still multiple issues regarding code 

switching that we fail to explain and describe, for example: developing a means of analyzing recordings of bilingual 

speech which contain code switching, making a clear distinction between code switching and code mixing, separating 

code switching from lexical borrowings and translation, etc. From this perspective, minimalism, (through the theories 

outlined and proposed by Macswan, Timm, Poplack, Di Sciullo, Muysken, Mahootian, Bhatia) provides a solution and a 

possibility to describe, outline, and explain the phenomenon. My presentation will focus on the minimalist approach to 

code switching and a case study consisting of recorded bilingual speech analyzed from this perspective. Thus, proposing 

a means to further analyze social identity construction in bilingual speakers. 

Mindra, Mihai 

Cognitive Poetics and Cultural Studies: Figuring and Grounding in Spanglish 

This presentation constitutes an experiment in the application of cognitive poetics to literary text analysis by combining 

stylistics with cultural studies in Junot Díaz’ novel, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao. I intend to discern in the 

linguistically hybrid discourse the uncanny character of the Caribbean/Dominican-American authorial voice. In a novel 

where quantitatively the linguistic “ground” is American English, the dominant “figure,” consisting in standard/popular 

argot samples of Spanish, generously strewn all over the mainstream discourse is brighter and more attractive than the 

rest of the lexical field. Salient ethnic and ideological information reaches the reader via this aesthetic strategy.  

Mocioalca, Amada 

Alice Walker’s Womanist Outlook 

Although it is less well-known then her fiction, Alice Walker’s poetry is integral to her development as a writer. In her 

poetry, Walker records intensely felt emotions, purging the psyche of stultifying mental states that hamper growth. 

Walker’s poetry is a significant contribution to American letters, expressing the African-American female consciousness. 

Even in poems written about specific instances of prejudice, although Walker shows indignation, her ultimate conclusion 

is that change must take place within the individual. Always confessional, Walker’s poetry closely resembles the art form 

she envies most, music; like the musician, she strives to achieve unity with her creation. For Walker, this effort translates 

into capturing the poet’s authentic feelings, including all nuances of emotion, in her poems. The effect is both strength 

and a weakness, as the resulting poems are often vigorous yet sometimes overly sentimental. In her poetry, Walker works 

through personal conflict, feelings, moods, and concerns, these freely exposing the self. 

Zora Neale Hurston’s Early Feminism 

“Their Eyes Were Watching God” is Zora Neale Hurston’s best romance. Its language is poetic without being folksy, its 

structure loose without being disjointed, its characters stylized without being exotic, and its theme of personal wholeness 

centered on egalitarianism in living and loving, especially in heterosexual relationships. As in Jonah’s Gourd Vine, the 

third-person omniscient narrator and characters frequently speak in folk metaphors and evoke colorful nature images. 

The narrator’s most vivid metaphors appear in descriptions of sunrise and sunset, such as, “The sun was gone, but he had 

left his footprints in the sky” and “Every morning the world flung itself over and exposed the town.” Physical and human 

nature are organically related thematic signs. 
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Molea, Amelia 

Identity Adjectives in English and Romanian 

The empirical domain of this paper is a group of nominal modifiers referred to as Functional Adjectives . The paper 

develops a syntactic analysis of one subset of functional adjectives, i.e. the English identity adjectives same, different and 

other, based on the literature. The central proposal is that different belongs to a functional category degree rather than the 

lexical category adjective. The unique properties of other are attributed to a more determiner- like functional category in 

the DP. The paper finds further evidence to support this approach in the syntax and semantics of Romanian constructions 

with diferit, acelasi, and alt.  

More, Octavian 

"No One Has Ever Said That It Is to Be Easy" - Metaphors of Place as Metaphors of Life in Alistair MacLeod's Short 

Fiction 

By paraphrasing a memorable line of one of MacLeod's characters, this paper sets out to examine the various instances 

through which the sense of place manifests itself in the short prose works of this Canadian author, in an attempt to shed 

light upon the fine network of relationships between individual and environment, against the background of the broader 

cultural, historical and technological forces that shaped the existence of the Nova Scotia immigrant communities over the 

past two centuries. 

Movileanu, Paul 

Some notes on the translation of noun clusters from English into Romanian 

This article presents some ideas related to the translation of large nominal phrases, referred to as noun clusters, from 

English into Romanian. The main idea is that English noun clusters have certain characteristics, which the Romanian 

translator should take into account when translating them. These characteristics can be analyzed from several 

perspectives: linguistic, pragmatic, sociocultural. Based on my personal experience in the translation of noun clusters 

from English into Romanian, I posit that this can be done in two ways: one which reproduces literally the form of the 

English noun clusters and can therefore be called literal, and another one which pays more attention to the norms and 

expectations of Romanian and can therefore be called free. It should also be noted that all the noun clusters analyzed in 

the article come from the text genre called instruction manuals.  

Muresan, Laura-Mihaela; Carciu, Oana-Maria; Panait Adina 

ELT's contribution to enriching professional identities. "EDU-RES" a case in point. 

This study explores how English language teaching / learning, combined with integrative approaches to research and 

education can generate beneficial effects at several levels of professional growth. The context: an interdisciplinary 

Teacher Development master programme “EDU-RES”;) at the Bucharest University of Economic Studies. A genre- and 

corpus-based analysis of the “Discussion’ and “Conclusions” sections of 25 representative dissertations will allow us to 

look into various linguistic, thematic and attitudinal aspects, which can be considered relevant for the transfer of 

expertise from ELT to other professional domains. The discussion will also include potential cascading processes, as 

reflected by the academics'/master students' perspective. 

Neagu, Adriana 

Zombyism, Cardio Strength, and the ‘Cozy Catastrophe’: The Case of British Cinematic Dystopia 

The paper examines post-apocalyptic representations in contemporary British film from a perspective informed by global 

and hypermodern cultural theory. It is an enquiry into aspects of dystopian sensibility in contemporary British cinema 

seen as manifest in several prominent genres of the post-apocalyptic strand. It is premised on the assumption that global 

society is endemically a catastrophic society, one whose most congenial form of expression is dystopia, a genre on the 

rise worldwide, especially productive in Anglo-American cinematic practice. The chief scope of the investigation is to 

identify the realm of singularity of British futuristic projections in the shadow of 9/11 and 7/7, with a view to defining 

what has been termed the British ‘cozy catastrophe’. Drawing on Paul Virilio’s hypermodern and Arjun Appadurai’s 

global cultural theories, I seek to bring these dominants to bear on what I construe as the political economy of global 

Britishness.  

Nicolaescu, Brindusa 

English for Political Science. An Intercultural Approach 

Bearing in mind the title of the conference, we contend that the era of digitalization and globalization is indeed a 

challenge for the future of teaching Academic English / ESP as well. The paper deals with the concern about finding a 

proper way of teaching English to the students in Political Science, taking into consideration the eclectic characteristic 

within the same department - different skill levels, interests and specializations. It also tries to answer the open question 

whether there should be a blend of ESP with EAP or more oriented towards cultural studies - towards aspects of culture 

and civilization. 
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Novosivschei, Claudia 

Bushrangers' Identities revisited by Peter Carey in the True Story of the Kelly Gang and by David Malouf in The 

Conversations at Curlow Creek.  

Bushrangers are key characters in Australian history: reviled and admired for their wrongdoing, heralded as heroes for 

mapping territories, their life is questioned and ‘retold’ by Peter Carey in the True Story of the Kelly Gang and by David 

Malouf in The Conversations at Curlow Creek. 

Oltean, Stefan  

Unconventional uses of proper names 

The paper proposes a syntactic and semantic account of proper names preceded by the indefinite or definite article, or 

coupled with modifiers. It is argued that in their canonical uses proper names are nondescriptional and identifying, 

functioning like purely referential symbols. In their unconventional uses, however, names can look different, being 

descriptional like common names, since the identification of the referent is based on ascription of extralinguistic or 

linguistic features to the denoted individuals.  

Pacleanu, Ana-Maria 

Translating Deviant Language: Expletives and their Cultural and Religious Dimension in Translation 

Though normally used in everyday verbal communication, expletives are sometimes considered taboo due to their 

linguistic content or meaning that can be offending to certain communities, groups etc. Nevertheless ,they have also been 

increasingly used in literature, possibly as means of creating verisimilitude. Literature is considered mimetic and 

therefore the words or expressions used in verbal communication have been used by writers whose intention was to 

introduce real life aspects to the reader. The value of a literary text does not only lie in beautiful words and perfect 

metaphors, but in the story and style of the work seen as a whole even if the latter contains expletives. The present paper 

focuses on the use of expletives in novels that have not been translated during the communist period but that are fully 

emerging nowadays. The analysis of the original texts and their translated versions is meant to provide an insight into the 

stylistic and linguistic problems that translators face when dealing with Philip Roth's, Vladimir Nabokov's and other 

authors' texts.  

Palosanu, Oana-Meda 

Japanese as Marker of Difference in Hiromi Goto's The Kappa Child and Chorus of Mushrooms  

The purpose of my paper is to analyze the way in Japanese diaspora writer Hiromi Goto's novels "The Kappa Child" and 

"Chorus of Mushrooms" employ Japanese linguistic elements both as metatext and as an attempt to position the English 

reader in a cone of "Outsider-ness". My paper also focuses on aspects such as linguistic relativity and the linguistic 

anxiety experienced by the individual raised as an Outsider-Within/ Marginal of both of his/her cultural constituents. The 

novels provide the reader with a variety of protagonists whose socio-culturally determined interactional patterns generate 

very specific forms of dialogism and synergy. 

Papahagi, Adrian 

‘For te love of Inglis lede, Inglis lede of Ingland’: The Construction of English Identity in the Middle Ages 

The earliest references to English and England in the vernacular appear in the age of King Alfred the Great (871-899). 

However, one cannot speak of English nationalism before the Cursor Mundi (ca. 1300), which protests against the 

domination of the ‘Frankis tonge’ out of ‘love of Inglis lede, Inglis lede of Ingland’. In this line are reunited the three 

most important elements of modern national identity: ethnicity, territory, and language. All of these were nascent issues 

in the age of Bede, or in heroic Anglo-Saxon England. In Widsið, the poet mentions the earliest Germanic tribes, 

describing a kind of pan-Germanic oikoumene, but proposes, like Beowulf, an opposition between hæþenas and hæleþas. 

In the society of early Anglo-Saxon England, heathenism and heroism are thus opposites, and Christian identity prevails 

over the distinction between Danes and Geats, Angles and Saxons. The present paper offers to study the interplay 

between faith, language, territory and ethnicity in the construction of English identity from the seventh to the fourteenth 

century. 

Petrar, Petronia 

‘On the Level’: The Singularity of the Banal in Julian Barnes’s "Levels of Life" 

Julian Barnes’s latest book, Levels of Life, centred around the author’s loss of his wife in 2008, strains generic 

conventions and formal expectations (though not the expectations of the reader accustomed to Barnes’s stylistic 

experimentalism), in order to examine the limits of language and fiction when faced with the need for mourning. My 

paper will look at the ways in which the novel conflates the irreducible singularity of grief ("One grief throws no light 

upon another") with what it calls its "banality" in the shadow of a language that proves both insufficient and illuminating. 
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Petrus, Raluca 

Developing Intercultural Communicative Competence through Sayings 

Students enrolled in a pre-service teacher training course should be aware of the intricate connections that exist between 

language and culture. Two dimensions are interacting in the foreign language classroom: on the one hand, the students’ 

mother tongue and their culture and on the other hand, the target language and the target culture. In order to become 

professionals in a globalized world would-be teachers should develop their intercultural communicative competence. One 

way of acquiring this competence is through sayings which are deeply embedded in a country’s culture. 

Pop, Alexandra  

Aureate Language: Cause and Effect. Notes on Dunbar’s Devotional Poetry   

This study examines the emergence of the aureate terms in the literature of the fifteenth century and its effects as a 

stylistic artifice on the poetic language of the Poet-Laureate William Dunbar. The investigation traces the use of ‘aureate’ 

language inside the English vernacular, focusing on its intended purpose and prospective readership. The close analysis 

of Dunbar’s devotional poems reveals the role that aureate vocabulary plays in enriching the vernacular language as well 

as in increasing its literary potential.  

Pop, Titus 

Amitav Ghosh’s Sea of Poppies- A Multicultural and Multilingual narrative 

Amitav Ghosh´s novel Sea of Poppies is an intertextual novel set just before the Opium Wars. Its interfigural characters, 

people of different ethnic, social and linguistic backgrounds, spice up the narrative with an abundance of words and 

terms from East-Asian, Pacific and pidgin languages that turn it into a unique cocktail of multicultural and multilingual 

ecriture. In this paper, I am intent on highlighting how Ghosh manages to cross borders of all sorts -cultural , religious 

and linguistic and create a cultural and linguistic hybrid space by weaving each character´s story into a coherent 

narrative.  

Poponet, Maria 

Preverbal subjects and EPP in Romanian 

Preverbal subjects in Romance null subject languages, arguably, show both A- and A’-properties (cf. Gallego 2010, Rizzi 

2004, among others). This unusual situation poses the problem of syntactic encoding. In Minimalism, the A-properties of 

preverbal subjects are commonly attributed to the EPP of T, whereas A’-properties are due to OCC or edge features (cf. 

Chomsky 2004, 2008). The quirky status of preverbal subjects does not represent an isolated case as Romance shifted 

objects (cf. VOS), though A-moved to the v*P periphery (cf. Gallego 2010, López 2009), are displaced by means of the 

OCC/edge feature of v*P. Based on reconstruction and binding facts, in this paper we argue that there is no conclusive 

evidence for EPP in Romanian (against Alboiu 2007, 2009, Gallego 2010). 

Poruciuc, Norbert 

Names as Identity Indicators in Two Medieval Documents 

This author aims to point out that the information carried by personal names can be significant not only for onomastic 

studies proper, but also for approaches to issues of ethnic and social identity. Two medieval documents will be analyzed, 

of the ones that foreshadow the bipartite name system that was to be eventually adopted by most European officialdoms. 

Precup, Amelia 

American Manhood Reinvented: Schlemielhood and the Predicaments of Modern Man in Woody Allen’s Short Fiction 

The central characters of Woody Allen’s short fiction are easily identifiable as Jewish, especially because of the visible 

lineage to the schlemiel stereotype born within the Jewish cultural tradition. This paper explores how this stereotype 

moved from representing the quotidian realities and hardships of the Jewish shtetl to incarnating the tribulations and the 

fears of the modern world man in Woody Allen’s short fiction. The corpus of texts I have selected illustrates the 

transformation of this Jewish folklore character into the embodiment of a different type of American cultural hero which 

reflects better the convulsive realities of the second half of the twentieth century than the rough-and-ready hero stemming 

from an obsolete sense of American exceptionalism.  

Preda, Alina 

The Sound, the Image and the Letter – On the Cultural Impact of Technological Innovation 

This paper explores the far-reaching and long-lasting effects fuelled by the advent of technology as revealed through a 

historical analysis of the dramatic transformations that sound reproduction, picture-making and print culture have been 

forced to undergo. The challenges brought forth by the incessant technological advances have constantly marked the 

evolution of music industry, film industry and publishing industry, forcing all three to adapt and develop newer 

production techniques and more modern distribution channels, befitting the digital age. Whereas the evolution of sound 
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recording and reproduction has seemingly reached a plateau, and whilst the motion picture is still on the move towards 

the meeting point where today’s generation of ‘Digital Natives’ awaits, witnessing their tumultuous journeys may help us 

successfully gain deeper insights into the future of print media and more effectively trace the shifting contours of the 

reading landscape in our era of instant publication. 

Radu, Adrian 

Fictions of the City in the Victorian Novel 

One of the direct results of the Industrial Revolution in 19th century England, and not only, was the emergence, mainly in 

the North, of industrial centres and an important shift of the population from rural areas to the new industrial ones. The 

aim of this paper is to examine how such concentrations of population at urban and rural level and more or less fictitious 

such as London, Manchester, Middlemarch and Cranford are represented in certain works of three Victorian novelists: 

Charles Dickens, Eizabeth Gaskell and George Eliot. 

Rákosi, György 

Local binding and coreference in Hungarian 

Variable binding and coreference (or co-valuation in the terminology of Reinhart 2006) are two, grammatically distinct 

ways of coding referential dependencies in natural languages. This talk investigates the distribution of coreference 

readings in local contexts in Hungarian. In Hungarian, coreferent referential noun phrases and coreferent regular 

pronouns are often felt to be degraded or unacceptable even in supporting contexts, unlike in English (cf.: Only John 

voted for JOHN, Only I like ME). The usual strategy instead is to use special, complex reflexive elements to license 

coreference within the clause. The talk will provide an overview and a detailed description of these co-existing strategies 

of local coreference marking in Hungarian, with an outlook on how Hungarian differs from English in this domain of 

grammar. 

Rus, Andra-Lucia 

Memory and the City- Analysis of Penelope Lively’s London and Lars Saabye Christensen’s Oslo 

The study proposed for submission stems from the research I conducted in connection to my PhD thesis on the interplay 

between the city, memory and narrative. While my focus is specifically the role played by Oslo in the novels of 

contemporary Norwegian writer Lars Saabye Christensen, it is very enlightening to look at other cities and how they have 

been reflected in urban literature. In this respect, Penelope Lively’s novel City of the Mind contributes to my arguments, 

which is very well illustrated in the following statement: “This city, said Matthew, is entirely in the mind. It is a construct 

of the memory and of the intellect. Without you and me it hasn’t got a chance.” (Lively 1991: 8) 

Rusu, Delia 

Metaphors and Framing Techniques in the 2012 American Presidential Debate 

The paper is an attempt at disclosing some of the important and recurrent frames used both by the Republican and the 

Democrat nominees in the 2012 presidential campaign, more precisely, in their first interaction broadcast on TV. It 

displays the richness of framing techniques meant to convince the audience of the ideologically-based evidence which 

appeals to core values and underlying principles, to their moral worldview. The two candidates try to evoke a suggestive 

imagery of facts by developing in people’s minds a variety of frames, being well aware that facts are unable to speak for 

themselves, and therefore they need value-based frames in order to become moral imperatives. An obvious mark of 

framing is the repetition of more or less different structures or words, usually key words, which have a significant 

argumentative force and which the two competitors use in order to convince or manipulate people onto the desired path. 

The most important thing in the creation of their rhetoric is for each of them to remain faithful to the key words they have 

chosen and not to copy, by mistake, the opponent’s frames, as this would imbalance their chances of success. The 

framing technique has an incredible impact upon people’s minds, as it deals with ideas and the logical connections the 

brain makes when in face of powerful and meaningful stimuli. If wrapped in a frame, usually appealing to morality and 

values, messages about particular programs and polices are more likely to be successful than if transmitted under the 

form of a list of tasks. 

Scridon, Alexandra 

The Verb Second Phenomenon in Late Old English and Early Middle English 

The verb-second word order displayed by modern Germanic languages (except for Modern English) has received 

increasing attention in recent years. Following recent contributions to current generative work on syntactic change, the 

aim of this paper is to discuss the main approaches that have been brought forward in the analysis of the verb second 

constraint in late Old English and Middle English (e.g. Van Kemenade 1987, 1997; Pintzuk 1999; Haeberli 2002, 2007, 

inter alia). I will pay particular attention to the distribution of word order patterns in the left periphery of the sentence by 

focusing on the verb movement parameter and the roles of nominal and pronominal subjects in the clause. 



 19 

Slev, Anca Maria 

The Effects of Emotions on English Language Learning/Teaching 

This paper discusses contributions to the ELT literature which examine emotions and the way emotional experiences 

impact second language acquisition. This qualitative research also reports on a study that explores the effect of emotions 

upon university English language learning and teaching. The results evidence that Romanian English learners and 

teachers experience both negative and positive emotions during the teaching/ learning process. The study also suggests 

that effects of emotions depend on the interplay of different elements, but positive emotions lead to positive outcomes in 

most cases, whereas effects of negative emotions may be ambivalent. 

Szekely, Eva 

The Plight of Celebrity in Oscar Wilde's Salome 

My paper is an analysis of the difficulties entailed by the celebrity status as displayed by Wilde’s notorious drama and 

the illustrations created by Aubrey Beardsley that accompanied the play’s English edition of 1894. 

Tanase-Dogaru, Mihaela 

Romanian prepositional genitives 

This paper aims to show that, in addition to the inflectional genitive (1), Romanian possesses two types of prepositional 

genitives. The prepositional genitives in (2), making use of the preposition de ‘of’, is a property-denoting (see Kolliakou 

1999), non-anchored (Cornilescu 2004) genitive. The prepositional genitive in (3), using the preposition la ‘at’ is an 

entity-denoting, anchored genitive. (1) a. în cazul plecãrii b. hãinuta fetitei in case-the departure-the.gen (little)coat 

(little)girl.gen ‘in case of departure’ ‘the little girl’s little coat’(2) a. în caz de plecare b. hãinuaã de fetitã in case of 

departure (little)coat of (little)girl ‘in case of departure’ ‘girlie coat’(3) hãinuta la fetitã (GALR 2005) (little)coat.the at 

(little) girl ‘the little girl’s little coat’ 

Tanko, Eniko 

Empirical Evidence on the Acquisition of the English Passive Constructions by L1 Speakers of Hungarian 

The primary aim of the present paper is to investigate parameter setting in L2 English by speakers of Hungarian as L1, 

also testing the partial access hypothesis (Schachter, 1996, White, 2003, among many others) regarding the parameters of 

the passive/ passive-like constructions. The main questions we shall pursue are whether there is transfer of the passive-

like structures from L1 into L2, furthermore if learners of English as L2 can reset the parameters. If knowledge from L1, 

regarding passive-like structures, transfers to L2, Hungarian learners are expected to commit errors when using the 

passive voice, at least in the initial stages of learning English. A secondary aim of the paper is to analyze the data of the 

experiment in which we investigated the problems native speakers of Hungarian might encounter when learning the 

English passive. The main question to be investigated in this paper is: how do L1 speakers of Hungarian deal with 

passive constructions in an L2 which has grammatical markers for the passive (in our case English), to see whether L2 

learners of English succeed to set the appropriate parameters in L2 and whether appropriate parameter setting occurs in 

later or earlier stages of language learning. 

Tarau, Stefania 

Syntactic Asymmetry and the Acquisition of Functional Categories in L1/L2 

Key words: universal grammar, parametric choice and parametric variation, syntactic asymmetry, feature value, 

functional category, Critical Period Hypothesis (CPH), negative evidence. This research paper aims to function as a 

tension release device for the descriptive-explanatory interface, by investigating language acquisition processes, chiefly 

aspects relevant to the acquisition of functional categories in L1 and L2. The maturation processes of functional 

categories are explained from a UG perspective. Performance, the output, is analyzed as residing on competence, the 

underlying input, which triggers the visible linguistic behaviour. In addition, evidence from research on syntactic 

asymmetry is to give more insight into the underlying structures generated during language acquisition process, as well 

as to the role of CPH in first and second language acquisition.  

Tataru, Cristina 

Problems of Equivalence in the Romanian variant of Shakespeare's Sonnets 

It is the contention of this paper that, probing into the Shakespearina text with a translator's eyes will prove that, apart 

from the problems of cultural equivalence, which are, at times, insurpassable, linguistic equivalence is, ultimately, a 

function of the linguistic type.  
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Tecucianu, Catalin 

Divided We Stand: Identity at a Crossroads in Nadine Gordimer’s A World of Strangers 

Identity has always featured prominently in the works of Nadine Gordimer; whether it’s about national identity, ethnic, 

social or personal one, Gordimer has always brought to the fore the intricacies and complexities of the South African 

social setting and presented their impact on the shaping of the human mind and character. The purpose of this paper is to 

analyze the construction of individual identity in her second novel, A World of Strangers (1958).  

Tecucianu, Daniela 

Mis-/Shaping Identities in Self-Reflexive Fiction: Ian McEwan's Atonement and Its Cinematic Adaptation 

Ian McEwan’s Atonement (2001) is most notable for its metafictional framework: it explores the quest for redemption 

through literature and the god-like position an author has in relation to his/her creation. Briony, the protagonist, is a 

writer and, as such, it is within her power to construct fictional identities. The cinematic adaptation of the novel (2007) 

follows quite faithfully the plotline of the book, foregrounding metafictional elements to a similar extent. Our 

investigation focuses on identifying the strategies the book and the film employ so that they blur the line between 

factuality and fictionality and construct false identities.  

Teglas, Camelia 

Women writers of the past in the digital era 

The present paper discusses the new literary approach to the writing of women (before 1900)provided by the Women 

Writers database. The database is designed as a flexible tool with the aim of recovering the works of lost European 

women writers whose writings are considered valuable and necessary for the understanding of the European literary 

culture. 

Tigau, Alina 

At the syntax-semantics interface  

Diesing (1992, 1996) link specific interpretation to a certain position inside the syntactic tree. We argue against such a 

rigid mapping proposing that the correlation between the syntactic position of the indefinite and the possibility of specific 

interpretation is not direct. This hypothesis is substantiated by the behavior of Romanian indefinites: pe-marked 

indefinites get scrambled out of VP but do not necessarily have a strong reading. The conclusion is that movement is not 

triggered by interpretive reasons but by some case reasons: the positions occupied by the two types of DPs are the reflex 

of two mechanisms of case assignment. Unmarked DOs, have a smaller structure: #P and get case within vP 

incorporating into V which incorporates into v. Pe-marked DOs have an extra functional head hosting pe > KPs and 

move for reasons of case: KP cannot incorporate into V and cannot receive case from v. Consequently, they move out of 

VP to a position where they can be probed by v and granted case.  

Todea, Adriana 

How wrong is this sentence? 

Given the Generative Grammar(GG)’s postulate of a biologically determined language faculty, E-language data (any 

speaker’s production) becomes insufficient to linguistic investigation. But I-language data (any speaker’s linguistic 

competence) cannot be discerned satisfactorily if we limit ourselves to documented productions. I-language data requires 

acceptability judgements, which may reveal the linguistic competence of the human brain, not only its linguistic 

production, which may be restricted by various factors. This paper investigates ways of ensuring the reliability of the 

syntactic (un)acceptability judgements of linguistic data in GG research by discussing problems relating to the design of 

acceptability tests: selection of subjects; the relevance of the judgement scale; the distortions generated by the emotional 

response, by the response to the semantic content, and by socio-linguistic factors; and the relevance of comprehensibility 

and repair. 

Tomus, Anca 

Post-ethnic Urban Identities in Zadie Smith’s On Beauty and NW 

Zadie Smith’s characters, appositely placed in multicultural urban settings such as Boston (in On Beauty) and north-west 

London (in NW), and almost invariably of mixed descent – the result of encounters between different and sometimes 

clashing cultures – seem to have a weakened sense of ethnicity or of belonging to anything (i.e. class, race, culture, 

family, etc.) that might threaten to restrict their freedom to define themselves as individuals, to conceptualize their own 

identities, to hold on to and act in accordance with those conceptualizations. “I am the sole author of the dictionary that 

defines me” (NW 3) sounds like a mantra that most of Smith’s characters keep repeating while they strive to forge 

identities of their own out of the fragmentary, highly subjective yet shared experience of modern urban life. 
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Tucan, Gabriela 

Double-Scope Identity Blends: Blending and De-blending the Counterfactual Self – Ernest Hemingway’s Short Stories as 

Case Studies. 

My claim is that the theory of conceptual integration providing the paper’s theoretical framework can play a substantial 

role in the dynamics of character identity across narrative worlds and fictional counterfactuals. Endowed with the 

capacity for blending, the protagonists fuse fictionally real and fanciful elements to build their new blended self. They 

create meaning in their lives out of opposed and seemingly incompatible input frames, and hence the concept of ‘double-

scope identities’. In a word, the question of identity in Hemingway's short stories is related to the characters’ capacity for 

de-blending and afterwards the possibility to live outside the blend. 

Ungurean, Sorin 

Economy-based language change 

Language change is everybody's nemesis as well as accomplishment. Of the several major principles governing change 

("economy", "expressivity", "analogy" - see Guy Deutscher. The Unfolding of Language, 2006), economy is most easily 

associated with our hasty existence. Economy-based changes occur for reasons such as practicality, indirectness, stylistic 

effect, new communication channels..., and are manifest in different shapes. Consequences are vast: for speakers, they 

may mean reassembling the linguistic community; for language, they go far beyond morphology. Can economy's weight 

be evaluated synchronically (against "expressivity" and "analogy") and diachronically (now against a generation or two 

ago)? Do specific language changes occur in connection with a specific cultural paradigm? And can any conclusions on 

this issue help society in any way? 
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